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GEOGRAPHICAL EXPLORATIONS

JN AND AROUND

BADAKHSHAN.

Introductory account with Geographical Notes by Corower I. C. B. Tawner, Deputy Superin-
tendent, Survey of India.

M— S—, a pir or holy man, whose journey through Wakh4n, Shighnén, Darwéz, Roshén,
and Badakhshén is here described, is a native of Kashmir. Ie was about to make a journey
to Koldb, when his friend, A— S8—, an employé of the Survey Department in Geographical
Exploration, informed General Walker that he might have opportunities of doing survey
work. As he expressed his willingness to undertake work of that nature, he was brought
down to the Greect Trigonometrical Survey office at Dehra, and put through a course of
training by Pundit Nain Singh.

His measurements commenced at Gilghit, and by the 14th December 1878 he arrived
at Ydsin, the residence of Mihtar Pahlwén, at that time the Chief of the country.

‘I'he winter had now set in, and the high passes were closed by snow. He therefore
accepted the Chief’s offer to remain with him until the spring.

During his stay in Ydsin, the Chief appeared to entertain the most friendly feelings

towards Major Biddulph at Gilghit. In the following winter, however, he set the power of
the Mahdrdjs of Kashmir at defiance, and hearing from certain malcontents at Gilghit that
the fort of that place was denuded of troops, made & sudden advance as far as Cher (Sher)
Kila, to which he laid siege, taking all the Punial forts en route. His attack was frustrated
before the tribal gathering of the men of Childs, Tdngir, Darel, and Hunz4 could assume
any formidable proportions, and tho ez-Chief of Ydsin is now a dependent on the Mehtar of
Chitral.
The instructions given to M— S— by General Walker were to this effect, that he ehould
proceed to Mustauj and traverse the country thence to the pass above Sad Ishtrigh, and enter
the Panjah (Upper Oxus) valley by that route. This exploration M— S— intended to have
carried out on his return journey; but he never effeoted his purpose, for in Shighuén he
contracted an illness which incapacitated him from undertaking e task so arduous as the
ascent of the Roshgol or Sad Ishtrigh pass, which, owing to its excessively difficult nature,
is only used in coses of mecessity, and then only by ihe most practised and the hardiest of
mountaineers. Though we have no actual survey of the highly interesting country between
the Tui or Moshobar and Sad Ishtrdgh passes, yet, most fortunately, the notes of a journey
made by the jamadar who was sent on a political mission to Chitrdl by Major Biddulph
has enabled us to fill in some of the topography of the Turikho (Upper Kho) valley, and of
the Kith pass which leads out of it.

The pir set out from Yasin towards Wakhan in the September of 1879, and accom-
plished the passnge of the high Darkoth' pass in safety, making a junction between
his work and the exploration of the ‘ Mullah ” at the Baroghil pass; thus completing,
with a combination of his own survey and thdt of the Mullah, a traverse oircuit between
Yésin, Baroghil, Ghazan, and the Tui or Moshabar pass.

From the easy and important Baroghil pass M— S— proceeded to Sarhad-i-Wakhan
(i.e. “the cold place”), and then traversed down the Panjah valley to Zebik, verifying
the survey and adding a certain amount of information to the account derived from the
work of previous travellers.

From Zebék the exploration was continued to Faizdbdd, also carried out along a route
reviously traversed. But at that place he left the beaten track and explored the valley of
ardim from its mouth, where it enters the Kocha (Kokcha) to near its upper extremity,

returning to Argd, near Faizébid, by a new route over the mountains, and thus forming
a completo circuit. )

His next survey was from Faizdbdd to Pustdh, Samti, and Koldb along the usual trade
route, which was surveyed by the “ Havildar” in 1873.74. The two surveys agree well,
and together furnish us with.a very fairly complete acoount of that region, though off the
immediate route followed by both explorers there is still great uncertainty as to the positions
and limits of the petty DBadekhshéin states of Déunng, Pasikoh, and Shahr-i-Buzurg. The
gurvey of M— S— has enabled us now to place these subdivisions on the map nearer to their
correct positions than they have been hitherto shewn.

During the period of 2} years embraced by the explorations of M— S— in the Panjah
States, the land seems to have been a hotbed of iutrigue and rebellion. Armies were on the
move the whole time ; battles were fought at many places; rulers were deposed and countries
changed hands frequently. In those days all travellers were looked on with suspicion as
being possible spies. The fords and ferries of the great river were guarded, and the passes over
the high mountain ranges were watched ; wayfurers were scrutinized and questioned at every

Tho Shundur, Darkoth, and Tui passes are situated in a range gonerally known to the Yisinis aa the Shundur
mountains. Shun is o corruption of hun, snow.



2 INTRODUCTION.

and, unless they could give a satisfactory account of themselves, were turned bac'. on
:g:nr’o&?l by which thy:ay had gome. It was pot only ngninst such difficulties that M— S- -had
to contend in oarrying out his explorations, but phe obstacles imposed by nature were t‘ayually
grave and trying. e had sometimes to face bitter weather on the passes, and at of’ ers to
carry his messurements along the deep and sultry valley of the rock-bound Oxus or ! anjah,
where he frequently had to climb along the high oliffs which rise thousands of feet .rom its
bed, where pogs driven into the face of the rock support & frail pathway of narrov planks.
It is owing to these difficulties that the work was doubled, and that he had sometimes te
retrace his steps over long distances, only performing balf the amount of work which he
otherwise might bave done.

From Koldh M— S— had to make two explorations : the first was up the rocky valley of
the Doéba river to Séghir Dasht, where he closed on the survey of the Yakhsi river of the
« Hovildar.” 1dis infention was to cross the range dividing Kolab from Darwiz, and by the
great trade route between Bokhérs and Kile Khum (Khumb) enter the DPanjah valley at
the latter place ; but the pass east of Séghir Dasht was closed by snow ; and not having yet
been repaired since the avalanohes of the preceding winter was described to him as being very
dangerous, he therefore retraced his steps to Deh Lald, near Momindbad ; and crossing the
Yarab pass over a continuation of the Ghér-i-Imém-i-Hasan Asgari range, entered the
highly “cultivated Dara-i-Imém, or valley of Imém Jafir 84dik, which belongs to Kol4b.

The valley of the Dara-i-Imfm was then surveyed to its source, and returning to
Khwaja Karik, near the point whence he had started, he crossed out of it by the pass of
Walwalak into the valley of the Panjah, meeting that river at Zaghar, a village of the
Kila Khum district, opposite the district of Xof, which is on the left bank of the river,

The survey of the Panjah was now commenced ; and passing Kila Khum, the capital of
Darwiz, he made his way along the deep and land-looked valley to Varv and Wézndd,
the defile at the boundary between Darwéz and Roshdn. Here he was turned back by
the soldiers of the Shighnin Chief, and had to go all the way to the Dara Imim #id the
Walwalak Kotal before he could make o new departure for fresh work.

The point on the Panjeh at Wiznid to which M— S— had carried his measurement was
almost the very one where the “ Havildar ” several years before had been unwillingly obliged
to relinquish his survey of the Oxus; and his failure to carry his traverse eastward of this
point has caused us to remain in doubt during a long interval of time as to the true course
of the river, and it now seemed as if, after this second exploration, we were not to be further
enlightened. By the greatest good luck, however, asit will eventually be shewn, M— S—’s
persistence in carrying out the instructions given him by General Walker enabled him to
complete the missing link.

Entering the Dara-i-Im&m for the second time after crossing the kotal of pass of Wal-
walak, M— S— descended to the mouth of the valley to Kila Kisht, where it joins the Panjah
Crossing the river, he arrived at Kila Khwahén, the former residence of the late Sheh'
(Shz’xlX Ab((ilul Faiz Khén of Khuldusk.

scending now the western slope of the great table-land of Shiva, he pa
the territory belonging to Darwaz till he reac]l:\;ed the pass of Hauz-i-Shah, trEv:::?ncrt ];;O:hga}‘[l:
place through the newly-acquired possessions of Bokhar4. °
_From the junction of the Dara-i-Imém to Waznid, M— S— found that the T4jik in

habitants had quite settled down under the rule of Bokhars, which had been establishecll som(;
two years prior tohis visit. The rule of the king of Bokhara, though severe and strict to
the last degree, was still carried out on principles that saved the newly-conquered people
from any very great oppression, and roads that for a long time had become impassablep frgm
complete neglect were now being put into a state of repair, and traffic was to a certain
degree encouraged. But M— S— had to earry out his work under the ever watchful eves of
the Bokhird officials, who allowed no stranger to pass unquestioned ; and perhay: h(;

character as a holy man saved him from the fate which he saw overtake two ha 1es£ m .
of Darwaz, who, found with certain papers in their possession, were seized, and tl?eir h gn
and feet being bound, their throats were slowly cut by the Bokhérisns. ’ anes

From the pass of Hauz-i-Shah M— S— travelled through the elevated tract of Réch
crossing the spurs and streams which flow from the Koh-i-Yesh on the north to the o
Ab-\-]’.agh to t.he south.west. TRéigh is 8 subdivision of Badakhshfn, under s o
independent Chief, whose family have held the country for many gene,rations o :e_rtn}-
now under the sway of the Afghdns, and the Chief hoslost much of his power ’.,[‘heuRlﬁ ll:
territory ende at the pass of Kotal-i-Rar Régh, after which the onco populous, but now des tgd
highlande of Shiva commence, M— S— crossed the Pimir valleys and i]igh asses erh?];
occur between Régh and the eastern slope of the great plateau of Shiva, pasainp an w ll)c
of ruined towns and half obliterated terraces on the way. Shiva is celled by tile geo leul}lt]?r
surrounding States “ Pimir Khurd,” in contradistinction to the great Pénxn)l’r Por sories
of Pémirs in which all the principal feeders of the Panjah river take their rise ’ It s on
elevated region, with grassy valleys, separated from each other by rid hi h 1 oo
or less rocky, amidst which Koh-i-Khoja-i-Bukush (the mou.ntainyof ltges aint Gontlire
stand;v out coli]spicuoualy. © saint Goat-killer)

ith the exception of the Darkoth pass, tho pass i
lake of Shiva) is the highest point reached gy M— S3 in lgci’s t?:ve‘i:.s ' %ioxsn}uiz: slﬁiigge
obtained an extensive view of the surrounding regions, which ware bounded on the morth bye

! The people of the Panjah States convert § into e : thus, Shib becomes Sheh ; Cheh, Cheh ; Ydsh, Yesh, &
; N s &c.



INTRODUCTION. 3

the lofty range of Koh-i-Sefed in the Alii country, and on the south by the great peaks
of the Hindu Kush behind Zebfk and Ishk4shain.

Descending from the Shiva Kol, M— S— arrived ot the fort of Bar Panjah, the capital
of Bhighnén, end closed his work on that of the explorer employed by Major
Trotter, C.B., when accompanying Sir D. Forsyth’s mission to Késhghar. The next piece
of work was the completion of the survey of the Panjah valley to the point where he had
been obliged to give it up at Waznid, the frontier of Roshdn. He therefore deacended the
river to Kilo Wémar and proceeded on to Varv Wazniid without any difficulty. Returning
to Kila Wamar, the capital of Roshan, he ascended the Bartang (* narrow ”’) valley to Barez,
a few miles from the head of the southern branch. Iasar Dara, the northern branch,
enters the Bartang by a narrow defile, beyond which it is said to open out, but bein
inhabited by hostile Kirghiz could not be visited by M— 83— so he retraced his steps from
Sarez to Kila Wamar. Below Kila Tishkurghin the route is said to be most dangerous and
difficult, owing to the vast precipices, which, rising immediately out of the rough waters
of the Dartang river, can only be crossed by meens of rafuks or ararings, wooden pathways
fixed into the face of the rock. Above Taishkurghin the valley is easier to aescend, and
above Sarez commences the Pimir of that name, the limits of which the Russian explorers
have not yet determined.

Bortang is a dependency of Shighnén: ' the people are Shighnis and Shias,> and
talk the Shighnf language, a short vocabulary of which M— 8— has brought back with him.

From the mouth of the Bartang river (erroneously called the Murghibi) M— S—
ascended the Oxus to Kila Bar Panjah, where he fell sick. He passed the winter at this place,
and in the following spring proceeded to the mouth of the Shikh or Khik Dara, where
the united waters of that stream and the Shochin-o-Ghund river enter the Panjah.
Shortly above their junction with each other, at a place called Khirak, are two almost impass-
able defiles, where darbands, or watch-towers, are erected to guard the entrance
to the Khik and Ghund valleys. On either side precipices rise to a great height from both
streanms, which here flow in deep chancels. The pathway up the Khik Dara is at first
difficult, and similar to the one up the Bartang valley ; but after a time the country opens
out somewhat, and then as far as Kila R4j (or Rach) villages are numerous. Above Réj
there are many traces of former occupation, but there is now little cultivation. M— 8—
continued his travels to Joshangiz, where the snow lay so deep on the ground that his
further progress was arrested. Deyond this place Pimir commences, and it is said to form
a part of the Great Pimir and of the southern Khargoshi Pamir; but he could not obtain
much information regarding the country beyond the point where he gave up work.

The Shakh or Khidk Dara and the Shochdn-o-Ghund also are inhabited by Shighnis,
and are under the rule of the Bh4h of Shighnin. Owing to ill-health M— S— could
not unfortunately undertake the survey of the Shochdn-o-Ghund, now supposed to be a
continuation of the Aksd, which rises on the eastern end of the Great Pamir, and which
the Ruesian explorers under M. Kostenko have laiely surveyed for some distance of its
course.

Returning to Kharak, the point of junction of the Shochin-o-Ghund with the Khak rivers,
M— 8— now proceoded through Ghérdn to Ishkdsham, and thence travelled up the Panjah
river to Serhad.i-Wakhén.

After leaving this place and ascending the easy slope below the Baroghil pass, M— S—
halted at Pirkharo near its summit. Here he heard of the great lake, which he affirms to be
the source both of the Yarkhun or Késhir and Ishkdman rivers: the former of these is
lower down called the river of Chitral, and beyond this the Kunar, until it mingles with the
Kabul river near Jalalibid ; and the latter is known sometimes as the Karumbar. Obtaining a
Wakhi guide at Pirkharo, he proceeded along the grassy ridge that divides the Yarkhun from
the lower branch of the Panjah rivers, and then, following the former stream, he arrived after
two days’ journey at the western edge of the Ghézkol lake,® which is embosomed in
lofty mountains of perpetual snow that rise immediately from its very banks.
The visit of M— S— to this noble lake was made during the first week in June, and at that
time no place whatever in the entire landscape was free of snow. Its height may therefore
be set down at near 15,000 feet, and some of the peaks in the immediate neighbourhood have
an altitude of between 21 and 22 thousand feet ; but M— S— unfortunately did not manage
to fix any of them, and the Jake has now been laid down on the map from a survey which
ends in air, or, in other words, which has no test as to the correctness of his measurements.

The exit of the waters of tho lake into the Karumbar or Ishkdman valley had been pre-
viouely mentioned to M— S— by the inhabitants of Yasin, and though he had a distent view
of the Karumbar or Ishkfdman outlet he did not actually visit the place. After fixing the
position of the western end of the Ghdzkol or Goose lake, otherwise Sar-i-Chasma-i-Abésind,*
M— S— retraced his steps along the Yérkhun river, and then proceeded by another route to
the head of the Darkoth pass, where he closed operations on his former survey, executed
two years and a half previously.

M— 8— has added a great deal to our knowledge of the Upper Oxus or Panjah States,
not only geographically, but in other respects also. He has had opportunities of collecting

1 Major Raverly and others have Shighfninn,

2 It i3 a noteworlhy fact that nearly all the Shishe of the Punjah States, whose langnnges are of the Dard group, thatis te
say the Shignis and the Wakhis, the people of Sauglech, Ghardn, Mingnn, and of the Burtang, Shocban-o-GUhuod and Kbk
vallegn, are disciples of Ilis Highness Agha Khon of Bombay, whilst the Persian-speakiog people are almost Sounis to a man.

The Karumbar Sar of Hnyward,
.., “ the bead waters of the river Indus,” thas called by the pir.
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isti he oountries ho has visited, and we are mow en_nbled to muk9 a map of
:ll;‘la::}i’lllet:::stgzgsreoéi%ns on which we oan shew for the ﬁr'st' time, with a very fair amount
of agouraoy, the limits of the tribes that i!.]hﬂ.blt them ; defining the gpogruph}cul lines which
embrace the different languages and religions of the peoplo, and placing us in a favourable
position for judging of the national, religious, tribal, and lingual sympathies, whioh are suoch
powerful factors in all political movements in the Kast. His description of f:he Oxus valley,
where for 80 miles it flows deep between the }Jug(_a walls and eclilfs of Shlghngn, Rqsh{m, and
Darwiz, impresses one with the idea that this river must be one of the wildest in Central
Agin. . .
is across the lofty table-land of Shiva and through the high cool valleys of
R4, ]E;Sn?lgzlixni?l’ﬂy interesting ;ybut the disoovery of the great blue lake of Ghézkol, situated
probably at a far greater elevation than any of the lake sources of the surrourding rivers,
seoms to bo the chief point of interest contained in the nerrative of his explorations ;
and if further enquiry should eventually prove that the lake has two instend of one outlet,
then the interest in this, the most northerly source of the Indus, will be vastly increased.

Darwaz.
A dependency of Bokhdrd.

The geography of Darwaz is less known to us than that of any of the Panjah or Upper
Oxus Btates, and owing to the suspioious watchfulness of the Bokharian 'ofﬁcmls, by whom it is
administered, is likely to remain so for many years to come. * The Havildar”” explored a part
of it some years ago, and M— S— has since added something to our scanty stock of knqwledge
of this land-locked region of defiles and narrow valleys. He continued the explorations of
the Panjah from the point where the  Havildar " to relinquish his survey, through the districts
of Nasai and Khof to Zaghar, on the right bank of the river, where 2 road strikes off over the
‘Walwalak range to the Dara-i-Imém. Between the mouth of Dara-i-Imim and Zighar the
valley is said to be so exceedingly rough and narrow that the accounts M— S — heard of the
dengers of the road caused him to give up allidea of traversing it. The highly disturbed state
of the country also added to the natural obstacles and increased the difficulties of his operations.
Between these two places the pathway is said to run along the face of the cliff, in many
places Lundreds of feet above the rough waters of the Panjah, and it requires a practised
mountaineer to effect the journey in safety. Since Darwiz has become a dependenoy of
Bokhéra, the roads and oommunications have been much improved. The high road between
Saghir Dasht and Kila Khum has been made passable for laden beasts of burden, and the
avarings, or roads, which are carried along the faces of the cliffs above the banks of the
Panjah, have been put into repair.

Though Darwiz is the poorest of all the Panjoh States, yet several accounts agree
in stating that the people—both upper and lower olasses—are more civilized than their neigh-
bours in Koshan and Koldb. The culturable ares is small, and therefore the inhabitants
obtain their food-stuffs from Kolab, the granary of the Upper Oxus.

Kila Khum, which until the seizure of the Darwaz by Bokhird was the capital of the
country, is an ancient fort surrounded by gardens, round which thera is & fairly extensive area
of oultivated Jand. There are mo other places of importance except perhaps the forts of
Khof and Khwahan.

Compared with Roshén, the culturable portion of the country is very populous, and every
available square yard of ground is terraced. Weaving and spinning is carried on to o great
exteut, and the productions of the looms are bartered in Kolab for food-grain. The people
of Dorwéz are pearly all Sunnis and talk the Persian language. On the verge of the
country towards Darwéz in the Wanj-Ab valley there are some 20 villages of Shias. *

The following table gives the subdivision of Darwiz and the population in the time of

the mirsh.ps of Shih Kirghiz and Shah Gharib, who ruled in the 13th century and in the
present year :—

Ancient times— Present

houses. time.
Kila Khwihan with Khuldusk
Khof, 22 villages . ' 1,(51% ggg
j‘[\;ll::a? 2,000 1,009
Jaumarj and Yaz Ghulim ... 1'(4188 28(0)
‘Wanj Keorin 500 600

hum . .

Mah Mai T v 2100 025

The following ditricts have been added to Darwéz within recent times :—
Yhksa and Saripul

Sighir Dasht .. T 500 1000
Chindara (including Tawidara, Wakhia, and Childara) = 3:00[) 2,000
Lajarak . 300 300

Taking five persons to a house, this

\ gives a total of 89,500 souls in ancient and 43,500 in
modern times.

} These Bhias talk Persiav, aud are not the followers of Agha Khsu.
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SHieHNAN AND RosHan.

Roshan and Shighnén will here be treated as one State, both being governed by Yusuf
Ali Khan and his son, 8héh Kubad Khan. The boundary between the two countries, which
are sometimes independent of each other, is at the darband, or watch-tower, between
Khof (not Kof, which is a fort of Darwfz) and Akhzeb, situated at a very steep and
diffioult defile, at & place where the Panjah flows with great violence between high oliffs
which almost overhang its narrow bed.

During the interregnum, whilst the British troops held Kabul, Shighnin with the rest
of Badakhshdn wos freed from Afghin rule; but on the commencement of the present Amir’s
reign the Afghin supremacy was agein acknowledged by all the Chiefs of Badakhshén,
and though Shighnén 1s too remote from Kabul and too shut in by natural defences to
feel the rule of the Afghins to any great extent, yet the present Shah of the country has
deemed it wise to pay a nominal tribute and to acknowledge his vassalage.

The State of Shighnin commences on the south-west, at a defile called ' Avaring Samégh
or Koghiz, on the Oxzus, on the northern border of Ghérin, and includes both banks as far as
the defile of Akhzeb and Khof, extending to the west over the great-table land of Shiva as far
as the small lake of Shiva Kol and its most westerly tributaries, and taking in all the
smaller branches of the Panjah as far as the darband uear Kila Wémar.

Towards the eastward, Shighnin includes the valleys of Shochin-o-Ghund and Khik
or Shéikh Daras. A former explorer mentioned that the Shih of Shighnén levied fees from
graziers on the Dash-i-Shiva, but this is not confirmed by M— S—.

Roshdn comprises both banks of the Oxus, from the darband below Kila Wamar, before
desoribed, to the towers or darbands at Varv and Wdzndd, where the Darwiz territory oom-
mences. The two towers belonging to Darwéz are on the Varv side, and that of Roshin
on the Wi4znid, or right bank of the Panjeh river, which here flows with no very rapid
current, and in the dry season admits of the passage of ferry boats across it. The frontier
posts between Darwiz and Roshén are strongly situated, especially the one belonging to
Roshan, whioh stands on a high oliff near the foot of the Ziddidi range, the summit of
which has perpetual snow.

The Darwiz watch-towers, though not so strongly placed, are nevertheless formidable
positions for any enemy to attack.

M— 58— asoertained the following statistics of the population of Shighnén and Roshédn :—

Panjak Valley from Wdznid to Pas Baju near Kila Wdmar.

Villages. Houses, Es;i;z::z?] :;g;xm‘i;:..t
32 1,230 6,150
Khof.

5 106 530

Baju.

3 60 300
Pdrshineo.

18 412 2,060
Wirshineo.

30 540 2,700

Washarwd, Ghdr Jabin, and Viar.
28 419 2,095

Panjah from Darmdrakh to Arvaring Samdgh.
16 260 1,300

This gives for the two States, exclusive of the valleys of Bartang, Shooh#in-o-Ghund, and
Khak Daras—

Villages. Houses. Souls.
131 3,027 15,135
Or with them—
Villages. Houses, Souls.
234 4,477 22,386

This is o very small population for so extensive a country, and the reason is that few of
the small lateral valleys are inhabited, probably owing to their excessive steepness. The area
available for oultivation on the banks of the Panjah is also very confined. From the defile of
Avaring Samégh, where the river leaving Ghirin and entering Shighndn, to the topkhénas or
watoh-towers at Varv and Wazndd, where it leaves Roshdn, it flows between walls of great

1 “ Avaring,” a precipice; ‘ Samdgh,” a tunnel or cave in Shixhoi language; ** Koghiz” should be ‘‘ Koh-Ghis,” the hill
precipice ; ‘‘ Puari,” a oliff in Kashmiri, has beou erronecusly added by a former esplorer.
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i t, which cuts into the oliffs sometimes on
height, with & stroam generally wild nndt?urbglllzrrl' Mo in Gilghit, the sido streams, whidh
one side of the‘vulley and sou}:letlr}il‘eshonridlee: o either hand, furnish water for the cult.
are fed by melting snow on thph tlhgey brigg down. and which, when carefully terraced, yield
vation of the fans of debris w 110 f frait. None of the side streams except the Shikh Dara,
rich crops and 8 plentiful supply 0 "ohai f mountains or the plateaux on both sides of
3 & d Bartang appear to tap the chains o b ller foeders and th
:'ﬁl: ov]:d]l:,’yat[:) any distance : hence the steepness of the beds of the smaller feeders and the
impossibility of formm‘g terzuces on i];gilr‘l bn:}l;; rogion tends to confirm the impression that

Everything M— b'_'ls utt?)s l&ge Gilghit valley, and also to some parts of the Indus
it is alm;stn 3:;110&}(’1 5(‘}"1:;12:’ where the scarps and slopes of the mountains for many
betweend fotabove the river are bare and arid to the last degree ; and above a certain
thousan tie frosts in winter and the melting snows in summer produce sufficient
altitude the f the rocks to form soil which supports a luxuriant orop of grass. ’Tl_l’e
disintegration 0. tho belt, which in Gilghit, and on the Indus above and below Bunji,
barrenness of t1llnsbzot[tle Orof thé valley to an altitude of about nine or ten thousand feet, is due
estends from t ness Omsed by the want of rain and snow. The highlands above the valley
to excessive dl}t’E9§S, oa:ll shnrz of moisture from the olouds, but appear to attraot as well
take not only hi ﬁlr];)“:ﬂd fall in the deep valleys. Shighnin and Roshén are both situated
that portlolnw l(:,'o; owhich has elsewhers commenced in latitude 36°!5" and been stated
in the treeless I'BIDI ,d to 38°15' where M. Mayef informs us that the slopes of the hills
to exte’nds norﬁ_n\l'ﬁr woooded In one respect the mountain region of Gilghit ‘s far supe.
of KOI:E g:nt'aif 0{ Upper Oxus States. Above the barren zone just mentioved, the Gilghit
vall tos mfd hill] sl(;pes are thickly covered with pine forest to 13,100 feet, at which point,
owing to the severity of the olimate of still higher altitudes, trees die out and are rgplaced
b & ss. But in Shighnén end its sister States there seems to be no mdxgen_ous

y_Rrass. i he limit of snow down to the bauks of the Panjah,
vegetation of any sort or kind from the li ) K )
excepting grass and small herbage, and that seems to’ﬁoprxs’h on the }1e1_ghts to a remark-
able extent. M— S— maintains that to. the Bad-i-Pdmir or Bac‘l-l-Wukhﬁn, i.e. to
the fierce winds that sweep across the mountain wastes for many months_ in thel year, must be
attributed the nalkedness of the mountains; and perhaps he may be right, for the almost
entire absenoe of trees can be assigned to no other apparent cause. In only one place did
M —S—- see trees on the mountains, and that was when travelling along the narrow valley
of the Panjah in Shighndn. He and his Kashmiri shikéri were delighted to descry, high up
in the cliffs above him, a small group of padam-trees or pencil cedars—old friends which
he had lost sight of for many months. Wood also, when he made his expedition to the
lapis-lazuli mines at the head of the Kurin valley, noticed a sparse growth of these trees ;
but hardy ss they are, they appear unable to withstand the PAmir blasts.

On the islands in the bed of the Panjah, willows sometimes grow in thick masses, espe-
oially in the neighbourhood of Kila Wamar, where the Chief protects them. _ This vegetatitn
grows on the banks of all strenms in the Panjah States, and is found as high up as 12,000
feet or more oo the Pémir. ) ) . .

Bar Panjah (Uppér Panjah) fort, the place of residence of the Chief of Shighndn, is a
place of great antiquity, and is picturesquely situated on a bluff of quortz rock which stands
high out of the bed of the Panjah river on its left bank. Like the fortifications of old Kénda-
har, which have been described by our officers, and like the Kafir fort opposite Khandud village
in Wakhin, the walls of Bar Panjah extend up the slope of the mountains behind it to a
considerable distance. Though an interesting relic of old times, it is useless as a military
position, and could easily be taken in rear, that is to soy, from the slopes which commend its
upper works. At Bar Panjah the Chief keeps a respectable court, fmd is said to conduot the
affairs of his country with regularity and order. Round his capital are plensant gordens,
situated on the banks of the Panjah, which here is a large and rapid river.

Kila Wamar is the capital of Roshin and the residence of the Chief, who is the eldest
son of the ruler of Shighnan. The fort is not remarkable in any way, nor are its surround-
ings A short distance above is an extensive open spot, where the waters of the Bartang
enter the Panjah. The Chief keeps up some sort of state, and is allowed to be almost
independent of his father.

valley

KoraB or KuaTLSN.— Bolkkhdrd.

This State has for the past fourteen years or more heen a dependency of Bokhérs, since
the acquisition of which it has been included in the provinee of Karatgin, and the government
of tho country has been carried on by Bokhérian officials.

Both the * Havildar,” who carried his explorations through the Upper Oxus States in
1873-74, and M— S—, who has just returned thence, bear witness that the country is in a pros-
perous condition owing to the somewhat sensible rule of the King of Bokhara, who sees
wisdom in allowing the inhabitants to till the soil and take from them his share rather than
depopulate the country by acts of exacting oppression, such os are now inflicted on the
people of Badakhshén by the Afghéns, and such as were formerly inflicted on Kol4b and the
adjacent countries by the tyrant Murid Beg of Kataghan. The rule of the Bokhdrians,
though not conducted in the senselessly cruel way followed by Shere Ali’s néibsin Badakhshan
or by the late Mur4d Beg, is yet severe in the extreme, death being awarded for many minor
offences, and even on the mere suspicion of disaffection.
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The rightful Mir of Kolab is Mir Sarah Beg Khin Uzbek, who is descended from a
common ancestor with Sultin Murid Khéan of Kataghan.

On the defeat of his troops by the Bokhirians the Mir of Koldb fled to Kabul, where
Amir Shere Ali allowed him a suitable establishment. His younger brother, Amra Khin,
sought refuge with Atdliq Glizi at Yarkand, and rose to a high position in his service. He
was eventually killed whilst fighting with the Chinese after the death of his leader.

The late State of Koldb, now absorbed into the kingdom of Bokhdr4, embraced the
minor divisions as below :—

Dowlatibid—
Tagnao ... On the right bank of the Panjah.
Dara-i-Imdm ... A valley running mnorth from the right bank of the
Oxus of Berite Kila Khawbair.
Momindbad ... ... An open tract adjoining Kol4b.
Dara-i-Doiba ... Runs nearly parallel with the Y aked.
Khiwdling ... ... On a feeder of the Kchi Sarkhab and Baljuén.

During the mirship of Sarah Beg Khén a census was made, which gave for the whole of
Kolib, includiug the subdivisions above mentioned, 494 villages, containing 13,700 houses ; but
since that time the prosperity of the country has so improved, consequent on the better rule
of the Bokh#rians, that the population has considerably inoreased.

The fighting men at the call of the D4d Khwék, or Commander-in-Chief of the Bokh4rian
army, are said to number 12,000 men. Taking five persons to a house or family, the popula-
tion would be 68,500, whioh gives one fighting man to every 57 souls.

The Kolibis are all Sunnis, the proportion of T4jiks and Turks being about equal.
The Turks are said to be of two divisions of Uzbek, and are all nomads, whilst the T4jiks
own the whole of the soil.

Polo, the great game now played almost from Cape Comorin to the confines of Bokhdr4,
is the ohief amusement of the men. They also engage with zest in the rude gome of
bus kashi, or goat-pulling, which hasbeen elsewhere described. It is the chief amusement at
festivals.

Kolib town is o modern place, having been built by the grandfather of the living
ex-Mir, There are the remains of two other towns within half a mile of each other, and situ-
ated a short distance on the west of the present capital, but they have crumbled away so much
that cultivation is now carried on amidst the ruins. The mounds of the one farthest from
Koléb are all that remain of the oapital of medimval times, built, it is said, by the Imém,
who has also left his name to the shrine of Shir-i-Imim, *the Cave of the Imim,”
sowe miles east from the town. The second collection of ruins marks the site of the ancient
Khatlin, by which name the State of Koldb is even known to the present day—indeed, in
Shighnén it is still the accepted one. Below Kolib, and almost within sight of the town,
commences the half-dried up lake water ‘ ku/(whole) db,” which gives the name to the
place. Its sedgy wastes stretch away towards the west and south-west for miles towards the
Panjeh (Upper Oxus). Though at one time it may perhaps have been- a veritable lake, yeot
it is now nothing more than an extensive marsh or swamp, and is so ohoked with weeds,
sedges, and small jungle as to be almost impenetrable ; the few paths that intersect it never
being used except by several men in company, who travel thus for fear of tigers.
M— S— says that there are lions also, and babars,'’ an indefinite animal always played
by the Asiatio on the Kuropean, and which is intended to represent a kind of con-
densed epitome of all unknown members of the great cattribe. The pacing of
M— S— is not always striotly accurate; his historical facts can often be questioned :
but his ignorance of the members of the animal kingdom is beyond belief. To him there are
hiran, which include all kinds of antelope, deer, stags, and the like; shers and
babars, by which he means tigers, lions, panthers, and wild-cats. The mountain-goat, * dus
koh},” comprises every other wild animal that exists omthe face of the globe which is
‘“ haldl,’ or eaten by Muhemmadans. His ignorance of the vegetable kingdom 1is equally
profound. I can only get out of him—

1. “ The black tree of Kashmir.”
2. “The safeda,” or poplar.
3. “Thorns ” or khdr.

The latter means ordinary vegetation, of whatever kind or sort, and which is beneath
notice altogether.

To return to the marsh of Kolab, in which there are certainly no lions, but there is a very
fine stag, which M. N. A. Mayef,* who visited that place in 1875 or 1876, desoribes as being
as large as a cow. M— S— says, of course, thatitis the bddra singh of the Kashmir
forests,” but it is in reality a kind of swamp deer—the same or very similar to the
one we get in Oudh and other places where there are grassy swamps. The horns
of one of the Iolab stags obtained from a fakir at Jalalibdd seemed exaotly like those of

' I have again questioned M— S~ about the babar. He now saysitis ‘‘a tiger with a large head, round spots, and
much largor than the ordinary tiger. The palang or panther is but a small beast.”

2 M. Mayef callait a ‘“‘sugnan,” but the pfr says that the Turks call it “surgan;” T&jiks style it gawasn (Balw by
Kashmiri shikdris) and Aaft-shélh. 1In the Sikandarnomah it is written ‘ gdo-i-wazan,” or ‘' the heavy cow:”’

3 The ““ kdngul” of the Kashmiris.
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the Goen or swamp-deer of India. There are also innumerable wild hogs in these marshes
as woll as in the reedy islands of the Oxus to the south. ) )

Exoept to the north-east and east, Kolab is less mountainous than the neighbouring
State of Darwéz. It has many open and undulating tracts, composed of a red earth, which
seom well adapted for ocultivation, and which support luxuriant orops. The lower hills,
instead of being barren and rocky, are undulating and loamy, and are mostly cultivated
from the top to the base. To the east of Koldb is a hill called Koh Ghir-i-Imim, the
mountain of the cave of the Imdm. It is the southernmost peak of a range which to the
porthword becomes & table-land, on which is the extensive ailuk or grazing ground of
Teri, to which in the summer the Turks and T4jiks resort with their flocks and herds to escape
the heat of the lowlands. The Sfghir Dasht is also a noted grazing ground, on which
the late Mir had twelve thousand horses at grass. It is described as being a great plain to the
enst ond south-east of the fort of the same name, extending as far as the range which
divides Kolab from Darwéz. The valleys of Yékhsi and Doaba have been explored by our
surveyors. They are well cultivated, but the hill slopes of both are rocky and arid,
and do not partake of the open turfy nature of the lower ranges to the south and north-
west.

The appearance of the neighbouring country of Kataghan was likened by Wood to
Sind, and the south-western parts of Koldb also seem to partake of the same character.
In both regions, especially along the banks of the Oxus, exist the same expanses of swampy
land covered with elephant grass, differing only from the Khadar tracts of India in the
oolour of the soil, whioh here is red instead of the light colour prevailing in the plains of
Hindustén. Prooeeding away from the river towards the north, a great change is apparent:
the country becomes undulating, with hills of soft outline, which are highly cultivated,

reat numbers of springs affording every facility for agriculture. To the extreme north
of Kolab, towards and beyond Baljuan, another change occurs, and the mountain sides,
where they are not ocultivated, are clothed with thick wood.

M. Mayef describes the extensive gardens round Kolab and the other ohief towns, and
altogether represents the neighbourhood as being a land where people, if not oppressed by
their rulers, might pass their lives pleasantly enough. M-— S— states that when scarcity
provails in the surrounding principalities Kolab can always supply the demands made on
its stores of grain, which it produces in abundance. When Badakhshin is visited
by drought, the hill streams and springs of Kolib do nct seem to be affected, and this
country, more fortunate than those which surround it, is said never to have suffered from
farine.

RsGH.—BADAKHSHAN.

The most frequented road to Righ from the westward lies through Kila Khwihan,
on the left bank of the Panjah, between the Khuldusk and Khof subdivisions
of Darwaz. Khwihin fort was originally the residence of Sheh (Shah) Abdul Faiz Khin
and his ancestors before him. It is now held by the official appointed by the King
of Bokhira. The fort is of mud—a square with three bastions on each face, and is said to
Yo capable of holding some five or six hundred men—and is similar to most of the forts on
the Panjah river. Around it lies a fine expanse of oultivation, measuring about two miles each
way ; the abrupt and barren cliffs, which form the western wall of the table-land of Shiva
Kal4n, rising a short distance behind the fort. The ascent to this great plateauis along a

« Proverly Ydsh. which ia Turki lan stream which taps the heights of the Koh-i-Yesh* above,
g‘wge“l’]f::ni youttlw 1ehin ' " and which passes through the village of Par-i-Kham, enter-
ing the last named from the mountains to the north, and theu,
turning away to the westward and passing under the walls of Khwéh4n, enters the Panjah
near that fort. Leaving the stream at Par-i-Kham, after a stiff ascent the road reaches the
western extremity of a crescent of bluffs extending towards the east, and then round to the
south, forming a great amphitheatre, below which the Papjah makes a similar bend.
Bluffs occur on the extremities of the spurs of the Koh-i-Yesh range, between two of which,
somewhere near the centre of the amphitheatrs, the river Dodba-i-Yesh descends the cliff
as o magnificent cascade. This waterfall confronted M— S— on his arrival at the crest
of the pass above Par-i-Kham, and though about four or five miles distant, the air
was filled with the sound of the falling waters. It is impossible to estimate the
height of this grand fall; but M— S— states it to be equal to the altitude of the
pass whereon he was standing above Kila Khwihin in the valley below—an ascent
which it takes ten hours to accomplish. From the Par-i-Kham pass the road to
Régh leads round and above the amphitheatre, ecrossing the spurs and the drainage
from Kboh-i-Yesh at a short distance from the edge of the precipice, and after five
or six miles meets the Dodba-i-Yesh river (which is 44 paces broad and waist-deep)
a few miles above the fall, receiving, before it dashes down to the depths below, several
of the minor streams just crossed. Below the casoade the river finds ite way through
low broken hills into the Panjah somewhere in the Khuldusk country, and probably
a short distace above the fort of that name.

The view from the Par-i-Kham pass extends down the Panjah towards Samti, taking in
the cultivation of Khwihin and the subdivision of Khuldusk, and immediately on the
opposite side of the river looks down on to the broad and grassy table-land of Teri near Koléb.
"To the north and east are seen the slopes of the Koh-i-Yesh. The road from this point through-
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out the entire journey to Yawin fort, the capital of Régh, passes over a succession of spurs and
streams from that range, which all trend away to the south-west, the combined waters
forming the respectable river of Ab-i-Régh, which unites with the Panjah eomewhere
between Khuldusk and Safed Sang.

Beyond Dar (npper) Rligh is a rather high pass, the Khoja Parwaz, which forms the
boundary between Shiva Khurd and Righ Descending this, the streams which form the
upper waters of the large river of Dodbn Shiva have either to ba followed or crossed, and
another easy pass surmounted, when the drainage basin of the small lake of Shiva Kol is
entered.

The Ragh country is first entered after reaching the Hauz Shah pass, and extends to
the one above Bar Ragh, and is said to comprise nine large valleys, including those of
Turghén, Ab-i-Rewan], aund Sadda, crossed by M— 8—. The others are unknown, but
probably fall into the main river of Ab.i-ltégh from the south. Yawéin Fort, the residence
of the Chief of the country, is situated on the right bank of the Saddi, at a sufficient
altitude to give it a good olimate in summer and a severe one in winfer.

The people of Ragh, who are all T4jiks and Sunnis, have the reputation amongst the
Badakhshis of being the most warlike of all the Panjah States. The air of their highlands
is fresh and invigorating without being too severe; their valleysare fruitful, and their country
is so land-locked by nature that they fear no enemies. Though only a small subdivision of
Badekhshén, until the seizure of the country by the Afghéns the Chief of Régh had always
managed to uphold an independence not maintained by any of his neighbours except
Shighnén. The warlike reputation of the people and of Sultin Ibrahim Khan, its present
Chief, has greatly risen in the estimation of all Badakhshis during the past few years of
account of a fearful chastisement he is said to have inflicted on the Afghans at the end of
;he Leign of Amir Shere Ali Khén in the defile of Rewanj, one of the feeders of Ab-i-

agh.

Above Yawén Fort, the chief place in Régh, the country rapidly becomes more elevated,
until at Bar Régh (Upper Régh) cultivation ceases, DBeyond (to the east of) this place, the
passes of Bar Ragh and Khoja Parwéz having been surmounted, Shiva Khurd is entered

Suiva or Psmir.1-Kuurp.!

The deserted tract of Shiva is entered from the westward at the pass of Khoja Parwis
east of the valley of the Surghin river. This stream is said by M— S— to flow to the north-
and then gradually make its way round to the west and to enter the Ab-i-Rewanj, but of
this he is not quite certain. When he crossed it there was a good flow of water, and the
sources of the stream appearing to be situated only a few miles to the south. The country
here is grassy. Leaving Turghdn valley the high pass of Koh-i-Khoja Parwéz has to be
surmounted, whence there is a most extensive view of the surrounding countries. The prin-
cipal range of Shive, Koh-i-Khoj4 Buzkush® was a little to the east of north, ** 15 or 20
miles distant, aud, like Nanga Pahar or Nanga Parbat in Kashmir, a triple peak snow
elad, but pot so to any great extent.” Away to the north-west and north were the high
rocky pinnacles of Darwéz, and seen beyond them, in the far off distance, the snowy chain
of the Alaii country, white down to its very base, towered above all. The great peaks to the
south of Ishkdsham and Sad Ishtrigh on the Chitrdl frontier were also conspicuous. All
the hill tops in the immediate neighbourhood were more or less rocky, but had grasey buses
rising out of flat meadow-like land in the valleys, such as appear to constitute Pamir
tracts. The Ilhkishan Faizibid range and the Zardeo hills prevented M— S — from seeing
the Hindu Kush range to the westward of the Dorahd Pass, and for one reason or another
we have always been equally unfortunate in obtaining any reliable information concerning
that important watershed. Wood, when travelling through Badakhshdn, did not see it,
because the mountains south of Dara Dardim (Daréin) cut off the view of the country behind
them. Captain Carter, R.E., in his trigonometrical survey mede from the peaks of the Indus-
Kiéghén watershed, was unable to obtain even a glimpse of this important geographical feature,
and he fixed no points within a considerable distance of it ; and when surveying in Gilghit,
though several very high peaks in this direction were visible from one point, yet I was unable
to obtain a second ray to them. I was informed, however, by a very intelligent native of
Gilghit, who had travelled both over the Dor4hd and Ahmad Dewina® passes, that there was
at least one very lofty snow-clad mountain towards the west, which gave rise to large glaciers.
M— 5— also obtained an observation to a very high peak towards that direction, but was
unable to determine its position.

Descending the rounded grassy slopes of the Khojs Parwiz pass into Shiva Khurd,
and continuing towards the east, the valley of Dodba Shiva is entered. The river of that
name rises in the Ioh-i-Nakhjipar or *“ Mountain of the Ovis Poli;” and where the road
crosses it, the water is deep with a strong flow. The adjacent spurs are grassy, and the
aspect of the country Pimir like. In this neighbourhood, and in little Shiva also, the
immense number of ruined villages attest a former prosperity which has now given way
to complete desolation. The remains of Kila Mirzi Shah, the ancient capital, are situated

' Not to be confouuded with the Pdmiv-i-Khurd at the Darhad branch of the Oxus or Papjah.

2 “The Moontain of (he Goat-killer.”” Nearly all tke mountains in this country bave the title of khoja applied
to them by the Badakhshfs. Similarly, in Kuthmir, a common title for a mountain is * pfr,” ond it should not surprise us to learo
that the suffx “ mfr” to such words as Pd-wir, Tirach-mir, Deo-mir (Nanga Parbat), is nothing more than a terw of respect.

3 The Atmad Dewana pase
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in the river Dofiba-i-Shiva, some miles down the stream in the direction of Darwiz. The
ruin is reputed to be 70U years old. ) )

The onoce poprlous Shiva is now quite unoocupleq. In summer, \_vhen o fow Turks
come with their flocks; but in the entire region, measuring perhups 50 miles nor.th n'nd south
by about 40 east and west, there is not a single permune}ltly inhabited spot. It is dliﬁpult to
aocount for the complete abaudonment of a country which seems to have 8o many points in
its favour. Its good climate, its extensive culturable valleys, rmgl its strong position amidst
the fastness of its mountains, one might suppose would be sufficient to maintain a population
for all time to come; but these great deserted wastes, with their temptingly cool valleys,
seemn to be doomed to lie vacant for ever, and the descendants of the former' inhabitants
appear content to remain in exile far away from their ancient home. In Kashmir there is a
“Shiva " peopled by the fugitives from Shiva Kaldn, who arrlvefl at 1:11911: present settlement
five or six hundred years ago, and who accompanied Shih Hamédan Sihib, the famons Pir
~f Srinagar. There is also another «Shiva” at the mouth of the Dara Nur,'m the Kunar
valley, peopled by the T4jiks, whose ancestors originally came from Great Shiva.

The journey of M— S— through this deserted traot has done htt.le more t‘han to make
us aware of its existence and of its area, but of the chief rivers that intersect it he kpows
little or nothing. Whether the Dodba Shiva eventually joins the river which flows past Killa
Khof or falls into the Panjah, opposite Razvai, near Khum fort, it is _1mp0§sxble to eay. It
seems pretty certain, however, that it does not enter the Oszus by the Tangsheb valley,
because the spurs of Koh-i-Buzkush stop up the way in that direction. From the
Doiba-i-Shiva valley an easy pass has to be crossed in travelling towards Kila Bar Panjah,
It leads into the drainage basin of the little lake of Shiva Kol, the waters of which make
their way by a subterrnneous passage into the Darmdrakh valley, and thence into the Papjah.
A considerable area discharges its water into this lake, for near the underground exit the
stream is unfordable, and “could not be crossed by an elephant.” The lake is a very
small one, only a few hundred yards across, and has been much magnified by ramour. Its
waters have that dork-green colour so often seen in these highland tarns. 1t may have an
altitude of 13 or 14 thousand feet.

Before making a final descent into the Panjah valley, the highest of all the Righ
and Bhive passes has to be orossed. The ascent is long and steep. Grass, which
grows lusuriantly below, gradually dies out towards the summit, and then it almost entirely
disappears. Thongh in the height of summer, snow still remained in the more protected
places, and M— S— felt the effects of rarified air strongly. Next to the Darkoth pass at
the bend of the Yésin valley, he states that it is the highest point attained by him during
his travels.

Leaving this pass, which is closed for beasts of burden by smow for nine months in
the year, a very long and sharp descent leads to the valley of the Panjah near the fort of
that name. Near the bottom M— S— noticed the remains of a number of horses and camels,
which had lately fallen and perished at some of the bad places when carrying the baggage of
one of the Badakhshin Chiefs.

The other passes between Kila Khwahan and Bar Panjah are high, but are only closed
by snow during the winter.

1t has been stated that the soil of Shiva, Régh. Rustik, and Faizibid—indeed of the
whole of the Panjah States—is of a red or brick-dust eolour. The description by M— S— of
the country tallies in a remarkable degree with that of the highlands of the western ghits of
India; and the summit of Koh-i-Buzkush, a sketch of which M— S— made, is striking like
gome of the laterite-topped plateaux of Western India.

The Panjah river from Ghéarin to the Khuldusk country, extending over a distance
of 200 miles, appears from the description to flow in o deep cutting with high table-land
on either side, the southern bank especially seeming to partake of the ghit-like character
above alluded to. The mountains rise immediately from the river to a height of perhaps
15,000 feet, and along the same bank, between the places named, there seem to be very fow
valleys that tap the region inland. M-— S— ascended by a sharp and steady rise from Kila
Khwéhéan near Khuldusk to a height of, say, 14,000 feet, and thence he saw stretching away
above Khuldusk, to the south, the long bend of the cliff forming the western side of the
great plateau, with the Doéba-i-Yesh river falling as a cascade over the ledge. In traversing
Shiva Ragh he travelled at a high level the whole time, for some distance crossing the
drainage which flowed away to the south-west, until at the highest part of this elevated
region the Dodba-i-Shiva river carried it off in the other direction, flowing through
Pimir land os far as it could be traced. Then at the east came the great descent into
the Papjah river again.

The nome of the whole of this highland comprised within the bend of the Panjah
{Upper Oxus) between Kila Bar Panjah and Khuldusk is Pamir-i-Kbhurd (the Little Péimir)
or Shiva, in contradistinction to the Great P4mir, or series of Pdmirs, which occupy a vast
tract of country at the heads of all the main feeders of the Panjah or Oxus, the Yiskhun
river, and, lastly, the head of the Shimshal river, where, on its most northerly feeder, is
situated the only Pémir that drains its water into the Indus. ’

__ The exploration of M — 8— across the great bend of the Upper Oxus has furnished us
with as much geographical knowledge of that tract as we may hope to receive, except from
Russian sources, for many years t- come. The political difficulties are not likely to be removed,
but rather to increase, and the physical ones will always be grave. We have Righ and the central
tract under the sway of the Afghdns, and this so disturbs the normal state of affairs that mo
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one oan move about without being olosely questioned both by the people of the country
and by the aliens who rule it. On the approaches to Shiva from the north and west are
the garrisons of the King of Bokhira, who keep strict watoh over the movements b th
of foreigners and also of the inhabitants themselves.

To be canght making potes or teking angles by the watchful Bokhédrian would be
certain death to the observer. M-— S— was not reassured when he witnessed the exeoution of
the unfortunate men of Darwfz who were found by the Boklirian officials to have in their
possession certoin papers which they considered sufficient for their condemnation.

As regards tho exploration of Shiva from north to south, there 13 no hope that such an
undertaking can ever be carried out. The tract has an evil name, as being the resort of genii and
ovil spirits. *‘It abounds with immeunse snakes,” as M— S— informs me. It is never traversed
except in an emergency, such as the despatch of spies from Kila Wimar to obtain information
regarding the proceedings of the Afghdns in Faizibid, &ec., and on those occasions shikdris
oud hardy mountaineers, who only ere acquainted with tue dilficult mountain tracts, are seut.

The topography of the two thousand square miles that are included in Shiva must there-
fore remain as it is now shewn on the map, and will for a long time to come be restricted to
a oouple of dotted lines representing tho possible course of the two chief rivers of the country,
ond a spot indicating the approximate portion of the highest peak of the Koh-i-Khoja-i-Buz-
kush range.

The history of Shiva, and of the causes which caused its depopulation, cannot be given in
this pleoe; but 1t may be stated that the country has four times been ruined and the inhabit-
ants forced to seek homes elsewhere.

The first great calamity that visited the country was the attack oo it of Murdd Bi, the
great-great-great-grandfather of Murdd Beg, the tyrant of Kunduz.' This perron is said
to have been the Mir Akhor, or Master of the Horse, to the Amir Taimur (Tamerlane).

After the country had somewhat recovered, Shih Kirghiz, the ruler of Darwiz, a
descendant of Alexander the Great, fell on Shiva, and slew many of the people, besidee selling
great numbers into slavery.

Shiva then suffered frightfully from the oppression of Shih Wanji Khin Kaldn,
the Great, who ruled in Shighndn six generations back from the present ruler of that country.

The last attack on Shiva was made by Murdd Beg of Kataghan, who extinguished the
population altogether, and the entire region has ever since been uninhabited.

In Badakhshédn, Kolib, and Shighnan there are still found the remnants of the refugees
from Shiva, who go under the appellation of *Shivaki.”” The settlements of these penple in
Kashmir and in the Kunar valley in Afghéinistin have been already noticed.

KarFiristaN.

On the return of M— S— from Shighndn, he found that Hak Nazar Beg, who had lately
held the almost independent mirship of Munjin, had been installed by the Afghins as ruler
of Ishkisham. This old Chief is said to have been greatly respected by his lute subjects in
Munjiu, and to have gained much influence even among the Kifir tribes who occupy the
valleys beyond the Hindi Kush immediately to the south. His tolerant disposition allowed
the Munjin country to be ot all times open to the Kifirs, and oconsequently much traffic
sprung up between the two peoples.

It happened that some months before the arrival of M— S— at Ishkdsham internal feuds
amongst the Kafirs had eaused a great number of the weaker party to seek refuge in Munjén,
where Hak Nazar Beg gave them land for their support, and there are at this time some three
hundred families now residing in his ocountry surrounded by, and living in friendship
with, a Muhammadan population. AtIshkfsham M— S— met o number of these refugees, and
by means of Hak Nazar Beg, who acted as an interpreter, he learnt a few particulars concern-
ing them. The old Chief of Munjdn is a complete master of some, at least, of the Kifir
dinlects, having been muoch associated with them, and he has at oll times regarded the
people of that pation with friendly feelings. The Kifirs whom M— S— interrogated stated
they came from a country beyond the Hindi Kush, some five days’ journey away, having
crossed over from Kafiristdn by a high and difficult snow pass. Their country they stated
to be a cold one, where wheat was little known, and barley the chief grain grown. They
stated that there were some 14 daras or valleys in all Kifiristin, but they did not name
them, aud unfortunately M — S— did not ascertain either their tribe or valley. The dress
worn by these Kéfirs seems very similar to that of the Déird Chuganis, who live to the
north of Jaldldbdd, in the Kund range, and consists of black knitted goat’s hair leggiugs,
fitting tightly to the leg; black coats down to their knees, with black blankets thrown
over their shoulders * like Highlanders,” as M— S— added. A long cap made of Pattd cloth
and rolled up outside, so as to form a border all round, completed their costume They
had long hair on the crown of their heads. For weapons they had bows covered with leather.
The arrows, which were carried in a tubular quiver, had iron barbs with three feathers.
At their girdles they wore long knives with iron handles and sheaths. They had ordinary
complexions, and did not differ in this respect from the people of Ishkésham. One of them,
however, had a ruddy face and yellow or red hair, and they informed M — S— that towards
Ghurband (Panjsher), and also in two other valleys, the Kaifirs were all light-coloured, but
the rest of the nation were as dark ns themselves. They related that the Kéfir tribe were

} The Kataghan robbor of Wood.
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always ot feud, one tribe being in the habit of raiding another and making a wholesale seizure
of )l the young women they could lay hands on. )

As to their funeral ceremonies, the body is placed for three days in o coffin, during which
time feasting and music is carried on by the relatives and friends of the deceased. A wooden
figure is then made up, as nearly like the departed as may be, placed upon a wooden horse,
and armed with sword, bow and arrows; golden or silver bracelets, according to the means
of the family, are then put on the figure, which is erected at the heqd of the coffin on an
open spot used for that purpose, and these wooden effigies are never disturbed. W_V]nen a Kafir
passes one of thesa grave places, he reverentially walks back three paces and raises his hand
in token of respeot.

M — S— heard of the tribe who, amoncst the Kafirs, are so noted for their horseman-
ship, and on several occasions he has seen the horses bred by thex_n. Probably this is
the Katewa tribe beard of by me whilst at Aret, on the Kund mountain, and perhaps the
Kantor and Kator of others. On Dr. Leitner’s map of Dérdistan, made from native sources,
there is a part of the Hindd Kush which is marked * Koh-i-Pémir,” and it is not unlikely
that the horse-breeding Kafirs occupy the valieys to the south; probably one or more of the
central valleys of K4firistdn, which drains either into Pech, near Chegan Sarai, or to Baildm
(Bargam.) . ]

Durirg bis travels M— 8— met with only three places in the surrounding countries
where there were any traces of the former occupation of Kifirs, and they wereall in Wakhén.
One was near Kfzdeh, where, on the left bank of the Panjah (Upper Oxus; river, the
ruins of a series of old forts built one above another are to be seen stretching up the slope
of the hills. .

The second place, £aid to have belonged in former times to the Kéfirs, is a rumned fort
on the right bank of the Oxus just below Panjsh. It was visited, and has been described by
Major Trotter in bis report of the Yarkund Mission.

The third is also on the right bank of the Panjah opposite Sust fort.

GrocrarHY oF KAFIRSTAN,

The description given by Wood of the Panjsher valley is not at all that of a Pémir
country, and it is therefore very improbable that the adjoining valley, which drains into the
Alingar, would abruptly alter in character. The accounts we have of the eastern valleys of
Kafiristan also do not hint at open tracts in -that direction; therefore, if there be any
Pimir in the country, it must be in s more central locality. The word ¢ Pamir’ is, how-
ever, as loosely applied by Asintics as by ourselves; and in the case of a Kéfiristan Pamfr,
I think it simply means rather open grazing country as opposed to valleys confined by
precipitous slopes.

The map that accompanies this report shews considerable changes in the geography of
Kafiristin since Major Biddulpl’s * Tribes of the Hindd Kush’ appeared. During the oper-
ations of the officers of the Survey of India, who accompanied the British troops to Afgh4nis-
tan, it was discovered that the streams and villages shewn on the old maps containing Kifiris-
tan had been laid down when the geography of the surrounding ecountries was completely
misunderstood. Thus, the source of the Alishang river was marked underthe Hindd Kusb and
nearly 40 miles to the north of where it should have been placed. Fardjgan, which is now
kuown to be near the head of the Alishang, was placed under the Hindd Kush, near the head
of the Tagao river, 45 miles north of its true position. The Tagao was made to flow nearly
parallel with, and east of, the Panjsher valley, with its source north-east of the Khwak
pass, whereas it has since been nscertained to rise many miles to the south of that pass.
‘The consequence of reducing the Alishang and Tagao streams to their tiue length is
to make the extremity of Kafiristin extend over the ground lately occupied by these
streams to the ridge east of the Khwak pass instead of being sepurated from it by high
mountain ranges and by valleys supposed to be inbabited by T'4jiks or Kohistinis. In thus
extending the limits of the country to the westward, aud making its frootier march with
that of Pavjsher, some geographical difficulties have been increased, and some, on the
other hand, have been smoothed over. Wood, who surveyed the Panjsher valley
and the Khwak pass, has fortunately loft us a map which shews in careful detail the passes
end valleys pertaining to it. Among the latter is a small streum marked at its lower end
the Ab-i Parein, receiving at the village of that name two feeders, Ab-i-Chamesj and Ab-i-
‘Wareaj, at the heads of which are roads which, leading over the crest of the range, unite
at Nimdzgih, and then continue over a second range to Timuri tbeh on the (erron,eously
placed) Tagao river; but the Tagao river, with its Muhammadan population, no longer appears
on the map at this place, and in its stead we have a country inhabited by Kéafirs, This
name N:mé_zgai@x must thus of mnecessity disappear, together with the other topcgraphy
associated with it. The only way to account for such names as Nimazgih and Timuri Shéh
in that place is to suppose that when the Muhammadan conqueror entered Kafiristan from this
direction he made a temporary sojourn at the spots marked; m which case, being only
of a temporary nature, they ought not to be allewed to remain on the map, especially 8s it is
hardly possitle they can be marked anywhere mear the true positions of the places they
are intended to indicate. On Wood’s map thereis a ray drawn ¢o Timuri Shéh peak, but
the dlstance_of t'[_nja reak is not hinted at, which is most unfortunate, for it would have ,been
a geographical item ot great importance. The * Timuri Bhih* village of the maps falls

almost exactly on this ray of Wood’s, and it is not unlikely that it has been inserted by a
nictake instead of 8 peak.
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The old map has Kamto, a division of Kifiristan, shewn just under the Hindd Kush, and
draining into the Peoch. Now Major Biddulph, when at Chitrél, where he was met by a
number of the Bashgali tribe of Kéfirs, who inhabit the Kam or Bashgali Gol, ascertained
that whilst * Kamto ” meant simply * lower Kam,” Kimoz meant ** upper Kaum;”
and I believe that the Kamoz and Kamto at the head of the Pech are meant for
the Kamoz and Kamto of the Kem or Bashgali Gol as it now appears on the map. At
any rate Kamto, which means ‘lower ” Kam, cannot be permitted to remain at the
upper sources of any river; and I have therefore struck out the names from that portion of
the old map, because, ns I before mentionsd, they were laid down when the knowledge
of geography depended on such very erroneous ideas of the limits of the country. Oa
the map nccompanying this report most of the old namwes (many of which, as in the
caso of Kamto, can be proved wrong) have been omitted, and ouly such topography
as we can be pretty well sure of has been inserted. The northern boundary of
Kifiristdin remains as it was when Wood made his map of Badakhshan, with the Hindg
Kush running almost in a straight line between the Khwak and Nuksin passes. On
this ridge no point between the places named has yet been fixed by the Trigonometrical
Survey, though several have been seen. Mr. G. B. Scott observed one very high peak
from Sikérim on the Safed Koh, which from its description must lie either on the
Hindd Kush or on the next range beyond it, in Badakshin, but it has not been again
seen from sny other point. From the @ilghit stations I have seen high snow peanks to
the wost of the Nuksin pass without being able to fix them, and I heve information
of very high mountains (probably the same ones) at the head of the Bashgali Gol or Kam and
on its eastern boundary. The peak on the east of the Nuksin pass is 24,611 feet; but I
believe that some tothe west are considerably higher. Major Carter, R.E., when carrying out
his triangulation on the Kédghin-Indus watershed, fixed a great many peaks in Kéfiristdn, and
though none of them were so muoh as 17,000 feet in altitude, yet I believe we may look for
points neerly nine thousand feet higher, & little beyond the limit of Major Carter’s horizon.
From Trigerhi in Laghmén' we were confronted by a fine snow-clad range to our north,
which appeared to close the Alingir valley in that direction. We were told that they were the
mountains of Kafiristin situated beyond Kao ; and though circumstances prevented our fiz-
ing the peaks, yet we have been able to lay the watershed formed by them in an approx-
imate position on the map. Its northward or westward continuation was hidden from us by
the range which divides the Alingir from the Alishang rivers; and as we know absolutely
nothing about the higher sources of the Pech and Alinghr streams, no attempt hes been
made to join it on to the Hindd Kush. I think it probable, however, that it joins somewhere
near longitude 70° 20', because the Alingér river is too great a stream to be produced, exoept by
the waters of a very large drainage area, and is much larger, as far as I can ascertain, than the
Pooh river at Chagir (Chaghin) Sarai. To the west of Kham or Bashgali GQol a stream, oalled
at its lower end the Dara Gol, has now been introduced on the mep. From a Chitrdl official
1 learned that it enters the Chitral® river about 3 miles above Bargam or Bailim, whence
it is ten days’ journey to ts source in the great mountains to the north, and is inhabited by
Kalash Kifirs. By a Gilghit R4j4, who knowsa great deal of the geograpby of the country
round Chitr4l as far as Zebdk in the Oxus valley, I was told that from the Ahmad Dew4na
pass above Sanglech one road went off to the south-west and one to the south-east, and that
the former led by a large valley to Bargam or Baildm, and I have therefore entered it in
the map. The road over the Ahmad Dew4n pass, which leads to this Dara Gol, was said to
be difficult and covered with perpetual snow, with the village of Veran at its foot. Now
on a map of Dardistin, made from native information by Dr. Leitner, there is a tract here
marked w«airan, or ‘“desolated ;” and it appears to me not improbable that this Persian
word has been used instead of the name of the Kéfir village.

M— S— when at Faizibid met certain men carrying raw hides, who toid him that they
bad obtained them from Sangiech, above which was a difficult and high pass used by the
people of their valley in traficking with the Kafirs on the other side, in crossing which
at one place a pole had to be climbed in order to surmount a scarp. They informed him
that the K4fir inhebitants of the two valleys accessible from this same pass had friendly
intercourse with the Sanglech people. This would seem to shew that no other pass near
that neighbourhood is easy, or it would be used by the Faizabid people in preference to
the roundabout way vid Sunglech. Major Raverty’s native geographer, however, states
that the route over the Hindd Kush up the valley is very easy.

Considering the great height of the mountains south of Sanglech and the lapis-lazuli
mines, I should think the existence of an easy pass anywhere in that neighbourhood
exceedingly improbable. Besides, had there been a low and practicable road between
the Oxus and the Indus over the intervening range, it is not likely that the exigencies of
commerce or the demands of war would haveallowed it to remain olosed for all time by a nation
of badly armed savages ; and the Kéfirs, with an easy route leading into their country from
the side of the Oxus, would long ago have been conquered. They owe their independence to
the faot that they have behiud them an almost impassable barrier, which has never, so far
as we know, been crossed by an army.

! Or Lamgén, the grave of Lamech,

3 Called at its upper ond the Ydérkhun or Kdshkdr river, and lower down the Chitrdl or Kunar river. Any
of thewe names nro correct if intelligently applied. Major Ruverty wishes it to be called the Peipi Sang at some parts of its
course, If known by this namo at all, it is only to a very fow, and to none of the people who are familiar with the country,
with whom [ have bad many conversations on the geography of Chitrdl. Major Biddulph, who should be the best
authority, doos not ever mention Pelpi Sang. This name is given on one of our explorers’ maps as a point or tae Hindg
Kush to tho south of Bad-Istrdgh on tho Uxus.



14 RUSTA'K.

Rustax, a sub-division of Badakhshdn.

isa most flourishing and fruitful tract, which extends from the bridge ot
ﬁtunlj‘:ﬁ:?)c‘);s the Kokoha river togwnrds the south to aspot on the ’left bank of the Panjah
(Upper Oxus) in the north, about tw